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LUIS A. ALEJO

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
ublic interest attorney based in Watsonville and has been 
roots community organizing since the age of 19.  He is a 
r of the Pajaro Valley Cesar Chavez Democratic Club, served as 
 2005-2007, and currently serves as its treasurer.  He has also 
ta Cruz County Democratic Central Committee since 2005, has 
ention delegate since 2005, and was chosen as the   “2006 Santa 
mocrat of the Year” and the “2006 Democratic Party Region 

he Year.”  Luis has worked on numerous school board, city 
 assembly campaigns, and was the coordinator of the Pajaro 
istration & Education Project in 2006, which registered over 
istributed over 3,000 flyers about local citizenship classes to 
atsonville. 

ith honors from UC Berkeley in 1997 with dual bachelors (B.A.) de
  In May 2001, he obtained his juris doctorate (J.D.) from UC Davis
public interest law.  In June 2003, Luis received his master’s of edu
ity’s with a concentration in administration, planning and social pol
 work as a staff attorney for California Rural Legal Assistance (CR
ation that champions the rights of the poor in California.  Since 200
onterey County Superior Court where he assists English and Spanis
not afford private attorneys. 

ts and parents were migrant farm workers, and he recalls his grandf
d to toxic pesticides, paid less than what they actually earned, and a
 the fields.  In 1970, his grandparents joined the farmworker organiz
esar Chavez and Dolores Huerta in Watsonville, and were strong su

sly a Jesse M. Unruh Fellow for the California State Assembly whe
mber Manny Diaz (D-San Jose).  In the 2002 legislative session, he 
ion, farmworker and immigrant rights legislation.  He also worked a
ghts Project in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and as a staff attorney fo
stance Foundation in Sacramento.  Luis is also a former high school
rnia State Advisory Committee member of the United States Comm

rnia Supreme Court Justice and former Commission Vice-Chairman
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Education Background 
 

• UC Berkeley (dual B.A.s) 
• Harvard University (Ed.M) 
• UC Davis School of Law (J.D.)
grees in political science and 
 School of Law, King Hall, with a 
cation degree (Ed.M) from 
icy.  He returned to his hometown 
LA), a statewide non-profit legal 
7, he has served as a staff 
h speaking self-represented 

ather’s countless stories of how 
bout the horrendous working 
ing efforts of the United Farm 
pporters throughout their lives. 

re he worked as a legislative aide 
drafted and staffed numerous bills 
s a research assistant for the 
r the law offices of California 
 teacher in Watsonville, and is 
ission on Civil Rights (nominated 
 Cruz Reynoso). 

 

Organizational memberships 
 

• Pajaro Valley Cesar Chavez 
Democratic Club 

• La Raza Lawyers Association 
• Santa Cruz & Monterey County 

Bar Associations 
• NAACP of Santa Cruz County 
• LULAC, Salinas Chapter 
• The Student Empowerment Project
• Former vice-president & chief 

negotiator, Legal Service Workers, 
UAW 2320 

• Association of Mexican American 
Educators, Pajaro Valley Chapter 

• Cesar Chavez Holiday Campaign 
Awards & Recognitions 
 

• 2006 Democrat of the Year – Santa Cruz 
County Democratic Central Committee 

• 2006 Region 9 Volunteer of the Year 
• 2005 UC Davis Chicano/ Latino Alumni 

Association – Community Achievement Award
• 2004 United Way Community Hero Award (for

work in reducing racism & discrimination) 
• 2002 Community Service Award - Assn of 

Mexican American Educators (Pajaro Valley). 
• 2001 Martin Luther King Jr. Service Award.  

UC Davis School of Law’s highest community 
service award. 

• 2001 California Rural Citizenship Campaign - 
Community Leadership Award. 


